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. ENV TRONMUN TAL STATEMENT 
CONSOLIDATED PEDERAL LAW IENFORCEMENT TRATNING CENTER 


‘he Genoral Services Administration is currently considering 


construction of a Consolidated Pederal Law Enforcement 


Training Center foc the Department of Treasury at 


3eLtsville, Maryland. 


Backaroune. 


In April 1965, the Senate and House Public Works Committees 


fy) 


approved a prospectus in the amount of $1,349,000 for , 
construction of a Special Purpose Training Center fox the 
ated States Socret Servace, In rewlewina the nr osnectis 
anG Subsequent sequests Lor construction tunds, the Sheeay 
of the Budget becane concerned about the Spee training 


necds of the Secret Sexvice and other Federal law 


enforcement agencies. 5 


A study of these needs was conducted by the Bureau of the 
Budget... the Cival Service Seneates and the Department 
of the Treasury. The sivas revealed the critical need 
fox up-Lo-date training facilities, As A result, the 
Bureau of the Budget formed a committee to develop plans 


for a facility to provide the training required. 


‘ 


A second prospectus, estimated to cost $38,073,000 was 
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authorized construction of a Consolidated Paderal Law 
Enforcement Train ing Center to bouse 750 res rdent students 


Wisk Bes ag cl Armia ant ens em ar Atte we a aegent 


from 20 kederal, agencies _ necluding the Secret Service. 


een ar er tat aan aetinnmerrnsten sian aasen ymmneenninernneet ane , 


Subseguent to approval of this second prospectus , the 
Congxess approved significant Law enforcer ron pers sonnel 
inereases for all of the agencies involved. In view of 
this, the agencies were asked to re-exami ne their estimated 


training requirements with the result that the anticipated 


resident student/instructor body increased from 750 to an 
average of 2,500 over the next ten years. ‘The facility 
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currently under consideration will house this increased 


student population. 


The facility will consist of an Adpinistration Buiidiag 
(including Auditocsium), a Dining Hall, Shops, a Physical 
Education Building, Dormitories, an Bducation Bua didi. a 


Special Training Building, outdoor firing xvanges, an outdoo 


Pursuit Driving Course, and other related structures. 


It will have a total net area of approximately 750 ,000 
Square feet located on a 491 acre site just northeast of 
the junction of the Boal timore-Washington Parkway and 


Powder Mill Road. 
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pee, 


Building heights will vary £rom one to possibly seven 


Stories in heiakht and probably be of reinforeed conerete 


mT A re ma ee or mre miter T 


{xaming with preeast conerete exterior. 


Water and severage service will-be provided by the 
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission. A centyval Gas 


heating and air-condi tioning plant will be px ovided. 


There is a 2OSSibility that a lake will be developed on the 
} } 


Site for recreational and firefighting purposes. 


Site Selection. 
A wajority of the agents who wild train at the Center are 
located in the Washington, D.C. area. For this reason and 
because many of the agents are subject to shoxt-notice 


recall to duty, a site in the immediate Vicinity of 


Washington, D.C. » WaS considered mMandatoxy. 


In developing the Secret Service Training Center Prospectus, 
General Services Administration conducted a Study of avail- 
able locations of Government-owned property in the Washington 
arca and furnished the following sites as possibilities: 

1. U.S. Navy Antenna Site, Hybla Valley, eens 

2. National Training School Cor Boys, Washington, Dic. 

3. Agriculture Research Center, Beltsville, Maryland 
Bagh, rive Gi-Relelea 2O01IOBIOS x CIA-RRR$6300244R0901004 20029 at 


Hybla Valley such as DMOVHSOE KAY Ae ale ah es Ea 


free, ; , . “a 
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way for’a Future express highway and the marshy nature of 
the Lands 


he Rational Lraining School site at that time was not 
thought to ba available jn time for construction proposed 
and was also considered to be too valuable and controversial. 


a property. 


Sufficient land, approximately GO acxes, was immediately 


available at the Agriculture Research Center, Beltsville, 


ae 


Maryland. The Location was ideal in that agentes asSiLonec 
to protective details could be quickly yecalled from a 
ad 


training status for immediate duty in event of an emergency. 


The Secret Service expressed a preference for the Beltsville 
site and General Sexviices Administration considered the 


land available as adequate Lor construction of the Secret 


‘Service Training Center. 


Since the Secret Service training facilities were incorporated 


into the revised prospectus and since the Department of 


Agriculture indicated that sufficient additional Government~ 
owned land adjacent to the 60-acre tract could be made 
available for the Consolidatcd Center, a joint General 


Services Administration-Treasury Departacnt decision was 


made to develop the Consolidated Center at Beltsville. 
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Site Deseripes on 


The Beltsville site consists of approximately 49] acres 


Located about 44: miles north of the Capital Beltway. It 

$s bordered on the west by the Baltimore-Washington Parkway , 
on the north and east by the proposed outer beltway and on 
the south by Powder Mill Road. Nearly 60% of the boundaries 
are proposed ox actual major freeways. The southexn 
pomidaeys Powder Midd Road, is not designated for future 
expansion except as may be required to serve the Patuxent 


Wildlife Research Center and other Department of Agricul 


facilities to the east and south. 


South of the site is a Department of Agriculture Animal 
Research Station. To the east is the Patuxent Wildlife 
Research Center. <A privately owned apartment complex is 


located north of the site. 


The land is gently rolling. The great majority of ‘hs 

site is neavedy wooded with second growth soft and hardwoods. 
Most of the trees are immature but areas of good mature 
hardwoods are to be found. nerers Of the S316 nae een 


used for silviculture by the Department of Agriculture. 


Direct vehicular access to the site can be had only from 
Powdex Mill Road which has an intexchange with the 
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Probable Tnpact on the lnvixonment . 


The Potomac River, Rock Creek and the network of streams 


flowing into the Anacostia River form the three major green 


‘Gorvidors coming into the District and provide the city's 


. 


major recreational areas.. The planned development of this 


WAG) acre site will allow retention of two important strecun 


~ she 


™s ee : . ‘ . . . 
‘Valleys and green areas which are important links in one of 


these corridors coming into the city along the Anacostia 


River. The two stream valleys considerably enhance the 


Site and will be disturbed as little as possible. ‘These 


together with existing wooded areas divide the site into 


three @Gistinct units. 


ne Pussuat Dravisgig Range WII be situated in the north- 
central portion of the property where the largest cleared 
area is Age: This will obviate the need for clearing 
a heavily wooded area and will also contribute toward 
presetvation of the two stream valleys. In providing 
expansion areas for the foreseeable future, removal of 
existing tree cover has been held to a minimun. Ultimate 
expansion areas as well as permanent e@reen areas have been 


delincated in the process of master planning. 


A major buffer of trees will be retained along the proposed 
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is : ‘ . 
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areas within the site will help to relate it to the major 
park and recreation arcas bordering the streams Leading 


into the Anacostia River. 


wo 


Heavy stress has been placed on retaining the natura 


sharacter of the site so as to provide a park-like setting 


ct 9, tee. we 
for the completed Center. 


Vv 1 conmen t wana oad EL eGtsS: . 


The proposed construction at Beltsville will result in 


minimal advexse environmental effects. 


Since the Special Training Building will be completed before 


5 


water and sewage are available op the site, a well and a 


‘septic tank system will be provided to accommodate th 


estimated building population of approximately 180 people. 


It is estimated that the well and the septic tank system 


will be in operation for up to five years. 


Heat Fox the entire facility will be generated by gas-fired 


‘boilers; cooling will be generated by gas absorption units 


ox by elec cally operated compressors. 


Operation of the Ceptes will not cause Any major impact on 


traffic patterns in the area. An analysis to this effect 
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8 w f 
was reoontily condueted by the National Parle Service. 


Interstate Route 1-95 paralleling the Baltimore-Washington 


Parkway will be completed prior to construction of the 


* 


Center. Conple tion of I-95 a8 expected to take a considerable 
amount of treffie fron the Baltinore-Washington Parkwey. 
AML anterstate traffie and Local north-south traffic west 
of US Route Ll is expected to be diverted to I-95 considerably 


rn 


reducing the traffic flow on the Baltimore-Washington 


NO PER MERE TEE TENE N: SEINE TEE I EL BLE EIS I TE TINTS 


Parkway. 


The training center will heave its own internal road ‘system 
so that traffic generated 45 a result of train 
function 
Most Students will be required to live on the site during 
periods of anetxeuction thus preventing a Gaily arrival and 


wad 


departure of traffic during rush hours. 


The majox adverse environmental effects will be (1) the 
reduction cf tree cover on the site, and (2) soil erosion 
during construction. Approximately 5 to 10% of the site 
Will be covered with construction ox paving thus reducing 
the ability of the site to absorb rainfall. However, this 
will be offset by a storm-water drainage system to catch 
excess runoff and also by the présence of the proposed 


dake which will assist in dimpounding this runcff. 
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of cons ienetion. During construction such problems will 
exist but silt <apeuncinen ka areas will be incorporated into 
the Sndercuenrauns for construction to insure that erosion 


problems are seduced to a minimum. 


Studies are being made on water Supply, sewage disposal, 
“solid waste disposal, storm water drainage, erosion control, 
both during censtruction and permanent, types of fuels, etc., 


so that the final solution for all of these considerations 


and many othex special preblems will meet the most recent 


crvitexia on enviryonnental quality. 


AS Ad PL 25 and 


Considexatiion was given to the possible use of State and 
local police academies ox univexysity courses in police 
Science. However, this was not considered practicable 
because: 

i. The focus of the police academies and university 
police science courses is to seoeiae training in police 
operations at the local level which is of little interest 
to the Federal Agent. 


2. The Federal agencies cannot exercise control or 


direction over the conduct of the training, the subject 
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matter, length of courses or instruction methods. They 
can San wenoe advice or make requests. 

By Much of the Federal Agent's training requirement 
is in special subjects pertaining to the functions of his 


24a 


acency on additional training in depth in particular 


-subjects. These subjects are of little or no interest to 


r a 
the local police officex. 
~ eer ae 


In es use of rags approach would mean that an agency 
would scatter its new agents to basic training courses 
around the country, with no assurance that they would 
receive coinparable training. Paxt of the training would 
not even be applicable to theix jobs. 

ke 


ent of Indavidual Acency 7 Tuc 
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Establish: 


eet a en oe ee 


Centers. 
This would entail development of impxoved tennis programs 
by each agency working independently and the utilization 
of several small facilities. However , none of the agencies 
could economically utilize such a minimum individual facility. 
Even the largest would have unused facilities fox significant 
periods of time, 


federal Reqional 


Aaining Centers 
~ Cin eree 


The establishment of regional Federal. training centers wes 
also considered, but quickly discarded. The establishment 
of regional centers containing optimum facilities and staffing 
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could only be partiatiy Uta dieew. in BOCA ans Oe 
sectaliged tradning would of ten have emalbl splinter 
groups’ to meke up Glasses because, of the small size ore 

ees of the Law enforcement Crowns and Lhe ontensive 
dispersion of the acdenls threughcenut the country. . S we Limes 


‘ car py fhewana trpabness per acency per 
this would xesult in two ex three trasnens per age you 


regien £or a part: Levhaxr class. 
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In tha opinion of GSA, Chioat 


ye ry om eye aot ae te Taye thas 
Associated Architects (the contract architect for this 
vs . “’ nape yen fe oe 
project), end Messrs. Koubek, Vosbeck and Blden (mempers 
raj2Ct } : c 
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a The site is currently’ heavily wocded with some cleared 


areas and contains two small sircams even eke Flowing 


into the Anacostia River. Development of the site as 


/ 
“planned will take advantage of the few cleared areas to 
“the mazcimuin extent possible in siting pexmanent faci ities. 
aa “Clearing of ae Land will be held to a minimum and addi- 

a ee 7 | 
tioaal plantings will be made to px rovide visual scree ang 
of the total facility and also to provide scoustical 
separation not only of the various parts of totai LCs Ley 

but also acoustical separation of the total facility *xyom 
the surround. ing roads and other future Gevelopment. 
The two stream valleys will be retained. She overall site 
could be denstdesaoly enhanced if plans to dam these streams 
and create a lake for firefighting aud recreational purposrs 
are fuyther developed. 
The completed facility will appear as a large wooded area 
when viewed from outside the site, Although the stucent 
population will be constant] y in flux, a constant coming 

; and going of vehicular traffic will be minimized in that 


students will reside at the Center. Once enrolled, the 


students will remain on the site for a maximum of 18 weeks. 
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“precluda usage of the land for other commexcial oF 


Yesidentia’? Jevel. opment which could 1 re more intensive 
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‘land clearing and detriment to the overall environment. 

“LY ryreversible and _itretrievable_ commitments of resources. 
Approximately 61 acres of the total site is Aas shag under 
development. Construction amounting to $770,000 for outdoor 
fixing ranges and related tach Ji tres as already complete. 

A second contract with an estimated est of $930,000 is 
scheduled for award in September, 1970. This later contract 
is also for construction of outdoor firing ranges and 


related facilities, 


Design contracts totaling $292,000 have been awarded for 
design of two buildings and for seciaent of a Master 
“Plan for the Center. All of this amounts to a total 
investment to date of spp uca easy $1. ,992 ,000 including the 


contract scheduled for award in September, 1970, 
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